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1995, providing approximately $7 million to the
Bellevue Public Schools and about $510,000
to the Papillion School District. I’m pleased to
note that this year the Labor-HHS appropria-
tions bill increased funding for Impact Aid by
$35 million. I fought hard to make sure this
funding was included in the bill because I care
deeply about the Offutt community. I want to
ensure that the children of military families re-
ceive a quality education.

In honor of Offutt Appreciation Day, most of
the townships and cities surrounding Offutt
have passed proclamations recognizing this
event. I am pleased to include the text of one
of these proclamations by Robert Eccles,
mayor of Ralston:

PROCLAMATION

Whereas, Offutt Air Force Base’s families
are a valued segment of the City of Ralston
and other communities in Nebraska where
everyone works as neighbors to ensure that
Nebraska continues to be ‘‘where the good
life began’’, and

Whereas, personnel stationed at Offutt Air
Force Base and their families continually
dedicate their lives to guarantee our freedom
and defend this great nation,

Now, therefore, be it Resolved that I, Rob-
ert J. Eccles, Mayor of the City of Ralston,
join with the Offutt Advisory Council, the
Air Force Association, and the Bellevue
Chamber of Commerce in saying thank you
and do hereby designate July 12, 1996 as
Offutt Appreciation Day in the City of Ral-
ston and urge all citizens to join with me on
this day in saluting the members of Offutt
Air Force Base, Nebraska.

In Witness whereof, I have set my hand and
caused the Official Seal of the City of Ral-
ston to be affixed this last day of July 1996.
Robert J. Eccles, Mayor.
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NEWMAN AFRICAN METHODIST
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OF MICHIGAN
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Friday, July 12, 1996

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today be-
fore my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to pay tribute to the Newman Afri-
can Methodist Episcopal Church, that is lo-
cated in Michigan’s Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict. The Newman African Methodist Episcopal
Church is recognized as the first African-
American church established in Oakland
County, MI, and as the birthplace of the Oak-
land County Chapter of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People.

The church was organized in 1861 by Rev.
Augustus Green. Although Reverend Green
and his brethren did not have available to
them a permanent home in which to pray, they
were determined to worship. The first services
were held in a church basement and in a
schoolhouse. Eventually, the strength of their
collective faith prevailed, and the congregation
incorporated in 1868 and purchased their own
church building in 1872. That original temple
served to enable the congregation to prosper
a grow. In 1961, the present house of worship
was built and has been a focal point of faith
within the community.

Mr. Speaker, the work of the church has led
to an increased level of worship within the city.
There is no doubt that the Newman African
Methodist Episcopal Church has played a sig-

nificant role in Oakland County religious life.
Under the leadership of Bishop Basil A. Foley,
the current pastor, it continues to be an instru-
ment of positive change in our community. In
recognition of its historical importance, a mark-
er will be erected by the State Historic Preser-
vation Office of the Michigan Department of
State, that will declare the Newman African
Methodist Episcopal Church as a historical site
in the State of Michigan.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and a privilege
for me to rise before my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to honor a church
and its congregation who have contributed so
much to society.
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Mr. SCARBOROUGH. Mr. Speaker, I ad-
dress the House of Representatives today in
recognition of a remarkable man’s professional
and personal achievements. Rarely does a
man come along who truly makes a difference
in the life of his community. As Robert Ken-
nedy once observed, few men possess that
special quality that allows them to actually
bend history. Through 50 years of dedicated
service and unwavering integrity, Patrick Em-
manuel has made a difference in the life of
northwest Florida and the national legal com-
munity.

Today, the First Congressional District of
Florida celebrates Patrick Emmanuel’s 50 year
commitment to excellence and professionalism
in the legal field. Mr. Emmanuel’s extraor-
dinary achievements put him in a league of his
own. He has honored his community by serv-
ing as president of the Florida Bar, as a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors for the Florida
Bar, as president of the Florida Bar Founda-
tion, as a fellow for the American College of
Trial Lawyers, as fellow for the American Col-
lege of Probate Counsel and as a fellow for
the American Bar Foundation. Perhaps his fin-
est hour as a member of the legal profession
was his courageous stand against the Amer-
ican Bar Association’s ideological drive to po-
liticize that organization instead of focusing
primarily on the promotion of professionalism
in the legal field.

If Patrick Emmanuel’s accomplishments
were limited solely to the legal field, his con-
tribution to our community would be com-
mendable. But many consider his achieve-
ments outside the legal field to be his greatest
contribution to northwest Florida. Mr. Emman-
uel served as a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Northwest Florida Crippled Chil-
dren’s Home for over 20 years. He was also
appointed by the Governor as a member of
the Florida Children’s Commission and served
as chairman of the Advisory Board of Sacred
Heart Hospital. Most importantly, he suc-
ceeded where it counts the most: as the re-
spected father of 7 children and 11—and
counting—grandchildren.

While many have respected Patrick Emman-
uel from afar, I had the privilege of working
with him as a summer law clerk in 1989. I re-
call the law clerks and attorneys holding Mr.
Emmanuel in a level of esteem remarkably

high for such a cynical age. Most importantly,
I observed his total commitment to excellence
and integrity. That commitment not only
served as an example to summer law clerks
such as myself, but also to his clients, his law
firm and his community.

On my Capitol Hill desk sits the pen set Mr.
Emmanuel presented me at the end of my
summer employment. The set is a reminder of
a summer where I was introduced to a great
man who had a great impact not only on my
life, but on the lives of so many others who
may never have had a chance to thank him.
As the U.S. Representative for that region, I
thank Mr. Emmanuel tonight on behalf of all
those lives he has enriched. Thank you, Mr.
Emmanuel.
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Mr. MCINTOSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

give a special Report from Indiana. It is a spe-
cial report because I was truly moved by a re-
cent visit to a church in my hometown of Mun-
cie, IN.

On June 28, Ruthie and I visited a very spe-
cial place, the First Baptist Church. Ruthie and
I were so grateful and honored to be included
in a patriotic celebration called Liberty, in
honor of Independence Day.

The musical celebration was directed by
Steve Clarke, the minister of music. It truly
captured the spirit of America in song.

Dr. Edward Strother read patriotic passages
from Abraham Lincoln and Ronald Reagan
during the interludes. He echoed President
Reagan’s inaugural address in asking God
that ‘‘You would continue to hold us close as
we fill the world with our song—a song of
unity, affection, and love.’’ He also quoted
from Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address in saying,
‘‘We here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and
that the government of the people, by the peo-
ple, and for the people shall not perish from
the earth.’’

The production was amazing, screens
flashed to the lyrics as our favorite patriotic
songs were coordinated by a cast of all ages,
from youngsters to seniors.

Songs: Star Spangled Banner; Yankee Doo-
dle; Columbia, the Gem of the Ocean; You’re
a Grand Old Flag; America the Beautiful; Fifty
States in Rhyme; Oh Susanna; Home on the
Range; Dixieland; Shenandoah; I’ve Been
Working on the Railroad; Johnny Has Gone
For a Soldier; U.S. Air Force; Caisson Go
Rolling Along; Anchors Aweigh; Marine Corps
Hymn; Battle Hymn of the Republic; From
Where I Stand; The Golden Dream; My Coun-
try Tis of Thee; and The Pledge of Allegiance.

The volunteers and staff at First Baptist
Church, in Muncie, made ‘‘Liberty,’’ a special
patriotic program, a big success. Folks like,
Elaine Hamilton, produced the event, worked
the sound, made a huge contribution from be-
hind the scenes. Their tribute and respect in
honor of our Nation’s birthday, made me
proud. It made so many of us proud.

So many folks made this patriotic event a
very moving program. The entire staff and all
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